[Selective increase of gamma delta T lymphocytes in peripheral blood of patients with pulmonary tuberculosis according to the kind and stage of disease].
The aim of this study was to evaluate the distribution of gamma tau T cells expressing gd T cell receptor (TCR) in the peripheral blood of 42 patients with pulmonary tuberculosis before, and during the treatment. Control groups were 15 healthy individuals and 17 patients with non granulomatous diseases. In these groups number of g/d T cells were 240 and 239 cells/ml and percentage 9.8 and 12.3, respectively. Using direct immunofluorescence with the anti-gamma delta TCR monoclonal antibodies followed by microscopy analysis, the total number and the percentage of gamma delta T cells in purified peripheral blood mononuclear cells (PBMC) was analyzed. Expression of CD4, was determined. The observation period amounted to 12 weeks of the initial treatment. The total number of gamma delta TCR in blood of tuberculous patients was 704 cells/ml and 40% respectively, and normalized during the treatment. An inverse correlation was found with the proportion of CD4+ cells in blood.